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in its own kind, Sendivo. Tread. I. 
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* > * Toghe 


STUDIOUS 
READER. 


N making the follow- 
ing Tract and Letter 

in which 1t was enclo- 
ſed;that precedes it,thine, 
thy Obligation to me 

will bear fome proporti-» 
on w1ith mine tomy Friend 
that communicated them ; 
A 2 nel- 


neither 2. * i eCXCU= 
ſable without a degree of 
ackncwledgement to him at- 
ſo: for, doubtleſs, next 
to the Authors of ſuch 
Trafs, our Obligations 
are greateſt to the Publi- 
fſhers and Communicators, 
For inde:d there have 
not been wanting Tome 
:;gnoble minds, who, when 
ſuch Tracts have fallen 
into their Hands, have 
«preſumed to. Cenſure the 
..wald not worthy the 
ſame, contrary to the ſence 
and intent of the Aut; ors, 
and 


and by EI means have 
confined their Love and 
Candour, as much as in 
them lay, to their own 
private Cloſets: Who not- 
withſtanding are not 
wanting tO accuſe the Phi- 
bofophers of Envy, 1n con= 
cealing the Matter and 
Means of the Art, whillt 
they manit-ſt their 027 
to the: Etudious 1n that 
which .is /eſs. 'I can't 
refle& on the C omp! lainf 
ofa Modern and Candig 
Author. without an [n- 
dignation to the Pra&ice, | 
who | 


who after he had writ- 
ten an Frichyridion of 1:x- 
per 1ments, together with 
a Diurnai :t Meditations, 
27 Pere were many Phi- 
boſophical Rece:ts d.claring 
the whole Secret, &ec. It 
tell into ſuch hands he 
_conceryed would never re- 
ſtore it. No leſs happen- 
ned to the Cemment on 
Sir George Riplcys Laſt Six 
Gates, This very unwor- 


thy a generous mind, and 


very prejudicial to the 
Studious, as well as Dij- 
couraging to the Anthors. 
Let 
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Let PIny © ſuch poſ- 
{els i9:iorance with their 
ey; want of Auality 
with their Ingratitude ; 
whilſt the Gen:rous,grate- 
ful and 4bhorrers of ſuch 
; Practices, enjoy the Bene- 
_ fit, and Keap the Advan- 
tage of ſuch Candor and 
Help even to the attain- 
mentottheirhearts dulire. 

For me to 'ſfay any 
thing of the Author of 
Philadelphia, would be a, 
Preſumption, ac? he has 
choſen ſecreſje: Nor of 


| ' the Taff it 1elf ſince 


(thou 


{ thou maiſt think ) it 
ſurmounts my underttan- 
dng ; . therefore I prg- 
ter its fe f ro any thing of 

mine to proclaim its Azu- 
thors praiſe. as well as 

Ability and Can.vor : know- 
ing it 1s too. common 
for Publiſh:rs to preſume. 
to Comment on that they 

_underſtand not 3 by 
which the Readers ar? 
abuſed, and their own 

e [2:rance and ambition dil- 
covered'; 1t 1ct to ev-ry 
.Read:r, yet to many, and 
to every Maſter at _ 

Fo 
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ſuch there are whong Na- 


For my Part, Rather 
then ſpend time and Pa- 
fer to no more purpole 
etthe: to my ſeff or Kea- 
dr in tach p ommentations, 

T ſho.:ld think 1t better 
Spent in Humility * to 
Addreſs the Sages of our 
T ime, that they themſelves 
would be pleated to [//u- 
ftrate the obicure part of 
Meaical Practice to the 
yours and Laborious \ 
Students 11 the Pyyſi.al. - 
Art. Nodoubt but ſome 


cure has. bleſſe1 =_— 4 
CYAChe 


cracking of the Shell, 
through greet Labour and 
Study. tho dStriplings, to 
 whomahelping hand ould 
| a prove acceptable, which 
might conduct them by 
the neareſt way to the Cen- 
ter. Who would it ſerve, 
and what would it mertt ? 
If the produdion of their 
Red Lead , and Redudo- 
on into Potability were fa- 
miliarly taught,tho the firſt 
water, and its Preparation 
were wholly concealed. 

Would not the ſick be hel- 

ped,and the happy attain- 


CL 


er ofthe firſt water be made 


early ſervicenble. 
_ Alto the Diſcovery of 


the peculiar Operation that 


1s partly Mechanical on the 


univerſal Mercury, would 


make the poſſeſlor capable 
of ſpending his time and 
Matter to a more early ad- 
vantage, and further ſtep 


in Prattice ; Few arriving - | 


here without 2 ſufhcient 


ſhare of the loſs of both to <« | 


Entitle them to ſuch a de- 
gree of þcIp: Thele toge- 


. ther with the Arbor vite,or 


permiſhble Oyle, &c. be- _ 
-. 


CI 
ing the oy and Reward. of 
every Aeptiſt, and deſire 
of the leaſt attainer. 
No lets profitable . fo 
the attainer of Prinipies, 
would the Pract e of that 
highly ſerviceable, .and 
much defired Liquor by the 
Phyfical and SedulousStu- 
dents, which Crown'd Pa- 
raceliſ15, and gave Honour 
to Heimont 1n the Cure of 
Diſ-aſes, whoſe Practice 
is aſſerted, and no_ doubt 
ruly, by a knowing Ma- 
fer, to be a hundred times 
nore difficult then the E- 
/arr it ſelf, What 
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What Reader,It I ſhew 


thee my Opinion wherein f 
not.as one Knowing, but 


DESIROUS I O 


LEARN, and with ſub- 


miffion to Corre@r10n, 1f my 
conception be Wrong. I he 
Elixir 1s produced Natu- 
raliy;and by Natural Prin- 
ciples ; therefore the Dif- 


 ficulty ſeems to be in the 


attainment of Principles 
( rather than Practice E 
which are arttficial to find, 

" But the A'kahb-/t is pro- * 
duced Artificiai'y or Me- 


chanically from Natural 


Prin- 


[1 
i 


) 


Principles, and Art heing 
more intricats than Nature 
(for ©© he is true,plain,pati- 
ent, conftant, &c. ) and the 
| Arti} more inconflant, 1m- 
| patient and conſequently 
| _ irregular, muft neceſſarily 
| be more ſubje toerr, and 
/ conſequently the more dit- 
| ficult to Eff. Artinall 
| Natural Productions, tho' 
| abſolutely neceſſary for 
| belp. muſt g0 Natures pace 
and way, or elſe more inju- 
rious then helpful, but in 
Artificials a greater | at1- 
tude is given to the Artifts 

h to 
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to vary Many Ways as 
ſeems moſt proper to eve- 
ry ones Cogttations. 

An Example we may 
find in this ; Art 1n its help 
to Nature in the production 
of an Herb, Tree, or Flow- 
er, is oblige4 to Natures 
pace and way, without lay- 
ng on of hands, only pre- 
venting accidents and ex- 
treams of Heat and Cold ; 
but Art 1n the Mannual or 
Mechamcal{eparation,and, 
union of the Natural Prin-- 
ciples, viz. Spirit, Oyle, and 
vait ( which indeed are 1n 
a a. 
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a true ſence all one, but di- 


werſefied by Art , for the 


more Subs the lefs Oyle 
and Saſt(yea they both may 
be made Spirit too ) ſo al- 
fo the' more Oyle the lets 
Opirit and Salt, and the 
more Salt the leſs Spirit or 
Oyie ; for indeed they are 
convertable ) of that Herb 
or Flower 1s certainly left 
to a Wide Field of Practice 
and ſeeming Probabilities 
whereby theArtiſt 15s ab#n- 
danti'y more lyable to err. 
In ſhort I can find many ar- 
tificial ways to deftroy a_ 
"Natural 


Natural Life, but, but one 
way to nanifef or Main- 
tainit: Which 1s accor- 
ding to Natures own proce- 
dare : No other. 

Thus Re, {er accept my 
love, both in ſhewing my 
Opin: on and fol jciting he 1p 
tor tho ſ[tudioas. Aad leaſt 
the fir3} thou be charge- 
able with fo7y, and the laſt 
vwitlh bolg tneſs, by 1 tnoie l /o 
much valu- ,Itaic leaveto 
CONCECNL ; my Na ame, that by 
that means CeLF diplcaſure 

may fall more general on 
the Sudious, for whe fake 


'T 


( 


T make the attum pt. Who 


am a2 rcal admirer of Di- 
zine and Nawal Verity, 
a lover of Got, my Neigh- 


 bour and Enemy. 


: Phtlomathes. 


TO HIS 


Reſpected and Worthy 


. FRIEND. 


Hy early Lowe to 

Hermetick Philo- 
ſopny, lincere Reſpetts to 
the Matters of it, and long 
perſeverance m the Study 
were ſufficient motives to 
Communicate what might : 


- 


) 
Oblization; of F riend//1þ 
were lets numerous | 
7 he Enmncleſed 'Manu- 
ſcript 1 h:v2 > ba d by me for 
fome Hine, but jor ſome oe 


ſons col? 1.6t by Liu ote tf 


ſo ſen he's reipects = 


ſelf ard it, would have 


Pr OMmnpe me. IT have mot 


feen , nor heard of miny 


| Cores, th. refore for its No- 


velty may f ret me, and 
for its vorth [peak what 1 
' think, T7 hat it is a com- + 
pendious and platn Theo- 
ry of the Principles of Na- 
ture 72 general,and of Her: 
metick 


5 
# 
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metick Practice :n part:- 
cular: Not Phantaſtically 
talked of, but tundamen* 
tally evinced from the ne I 
celſity thereof,anl Autho- 
rity of the Ancient Philoſo* 
phers: Fully manifeſting 
the impoſſibility of the contra. 
ry through the uniformity 
and Regularity of Natures 
Actions in the Protuciion of 
t;;e leveral Species of Na- 
tural and perfect Bodies. 


 » For the Author I /hall 


nc preſume to give any 
judgement /nce he 15 plea... 


fed to conceal his Name 


and 


2 


aniCircumſtances,vthere: 
by ly: obſcure ( the pra. 
Fice of Hermetick Writers ) 


But this Ywe may learn, that 
bÞis Candor and Brotherly 


Love to the Studious and 


Religious ſtile, Entitle; him 


toThriſtianity as well as hi; 
Matter and Method doth to 
Knowledge and PraCtice 
in the Schcol of Hermes and 
Nature; whether he be old 
or young, Native or Stran* 
ger. And fince he has Leen 
thus ſoliatous and even ſtu: 
dious to prevent Errors in 
all, and to dire& the feet of 
the 


the worthy in the way of 
Truth, we muſt reaſonably 
believe he hath taken the 
beſt method to effe&t it,which 


#5 to 1nculcate the know: 


ledge of true Principles and 
poſſihility of Nature. And. 
indecd 1 have long concert: 
2dt2e Multitude of Errors 
in Practice, that have hap- 
pened to the ſearchers of Art, 
has been moſt oirIng 0. the 
Ignorance 7m Principles, 
and the want of a Previous 
underStanding in the Law of j 

Nature. 
Nature no doubt , has a 
(c) Law 


/ 


f A 
' / 


Lawſhe cannot tran ſgreſs, 
let us therefore ſtudy to know 


that, and we hall not at- 


tempt it netther 3 Art or Ac- 
cidents may fruſtrate ber 
end and cauſe Abortion, but 
netther carry - her to or be- 
yond her uſual Perfection, 
but in her own way. 

This ſmall T ra&,worthy 
Friend, Conciſely teaches 
what the Fire and water, or 
Agent and Patient, that are 


_ active or living are; how 


they are ſaid to be living ; 
what their life ; and how un. 
derſtood : and indeed the Na: 
ture 


( 


ture and Reaſon of the 
Hermetick Art very much 
Illuftrated thereby. 

Neither is it barren of ſo 
much Divinity, and ſome pe- 
culiar Hints, ( that may af. - 
ford pleaſure and profit to- 
one fo intent tzereon ) as be- 
comes ſo d:ep Philotophy ; 
which doubtleſs is the ſhadow 
of Divinity, or Younger - 
S:iSler. 

And indeed T could wiſh 
the contemplation of Gods 
Works m Nature were leſs « 
omitted by the Chriſtian pro. 


\ fefſors of wr Age, . and 'the 


UCTE 


tt tends to the honour of 
God, good of cur Neigh- 
bour,and ſatisfation of 07 
lelves every way, except 
or ſatisfaftron be in much 
Riches an{ Honour, pur: 
chaſed with our moſt pre- 
ctous time, and poſleſſed 
with Ignorance and Folly; 
which is very ſhort of the 
Nobility of or Intulect 
and end of Creation ; ant 
for which we muſt ſurely 
* give an Ac. ount. | 
Is not the Chriſtian ena: 
bled to aſcribe the Attri- 
butes 


Lucre of Gain more ; ſeing 


: 
> 


p 


) 
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butes of Wiſdom and Pow-' 


er to God, im the Confide- 
ration and Contemplation 
of the Number ani Mag- 


nitude, Order an Beauty 


of the Works of Creation, as 
he 7s thoſe of his goodneſs 
and Mer cy \ Pitch ts aver all 
his Works, in manife efting 
tne {fame word by which : 


they were made, to ok 
and reftore them : - thelaſt 
abſolutely neceſſary, the farſt 
altoget,zer becoming and, 
adorning 4 virtuous md 
pones mid. and. Chriſtran 
P rofeſſt efron, 
Doubt- 


and Mechanick knowledge 


acquired bySolomon,no way 


unfitted but qualified him 
for a Divine : Who when 
he had ereftedthatglorious 
Edifice, and beautified it 


I ith the choiceſt Products 
| of Nature and Art, a5 a 


Naturaliſt and Mecha-: 
' Nick, Deicated the ſame in 
great wildom as a Divine. 


We have Reaſon to believe 


the Pfalmiſt no Jeſs fille1 


, with the conſideration of the 


Attributes that are Ma- 
nifeſt in the C reation, which 
even 


— 
Doubtleſs th; Natural 


ry F | TDD | AC ik. ts Mit. a A LS 


WS - Q © 


8-H Q = 


) 


even compelled him to cele- _ 
brate the ſame almoſt con- 
tinually. And indeed 1:0thing 
lefs. Is to be thought than 
that a mind thus poſſeſſed 
with admiration ſhould con- 
tinually fear {fo great, 
love/o good, andadore ſo 
glorious a Being, incom- 
prehenſible Power and 
Majeſty : Neither has 
indeed the Holy Apoſtles 
and followers of Chriit fallen 


ſhort but rather excelled, _ 


m this. And truly,reſpeted. 
Friend, the Charafters of © 
Nature are preferable to 


thoſe 


> — 
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thoſe of Men, fince they are 


Gods, and fuch or Lord 


himſelf choſe to /hew forth 


the greateſt Myſteries by, 
Therefore if ignorant of them 
bow ſhall we underſtand his 
Sermons © and Doctrine 
aright. Much mgbt be ſaid, 


but in as much, wortiny 


Friend, there is no need of | 


Argumei:ts to Covince, t.0 


_ this may incourage oe ſo 


. 


fully ſatisfied of its Utility, 


innocercy ard profit, to. 
- proſecute the ſame with dil; 
gencety]udgem:.ntzand to 
prefer 1t to the Mean and \ 


unbeco: 


# 


pe ww oo oa, wh MS Fu. —— 
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e unbecoming practices of our 
d Age, that tolicite nothing 
Þ but Gain or Greatneſs, and 
y, miſerably Ive this world 
m without the knowledge cf 
&5 Gods greatnets and W1l- 
e dom,love and Mer cy, made 
a, manifeſt in hisCreation and 
y its Redemption. 

of Butleaft L ſh1y1d Tranf- 

0 greſs my intended Limits, 
ſo and detain tco lng from 
ve the Incloſed, IT hail refer 
to. what might ah wiſe bas 
li. beenhere offered in Relation © 
'to, fothe SecretArt of Hermes, 

ndi to o another Opportunity more. 
0+ d C onyeny 
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conventent, and in the mean 
while continue to deſire thy. 
Proſ perity aud happineſs | 
every wdy, as I have hither- 
fo done who am thy Frimd* - 
in Sincerity and AﬀeCtion, 1 


PHILET A#ROS. 
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Par gns,... 
$ Philadelphia, 


BROTHERLY LOVE _ 
| To the 
Studious in the Hermetick 


ART. 


T is real matter of Lamen- 
ration to ſee ſo many prel- 
ſing after Knowledge, and ſo 
few taking the right Path; or 
making a true Eſtimation 
thereof. I could indeed make 
known my Zeal on this oc- 
caſion with pleaſure, did I not 
know by Experience, that 
molt that are Studious in this 
B ICICNCE 


| CY 
Science paſs over ſuch lines 
with impattence and great 
negleCt ; for their minds be 
ſolicitous only about the pra- 
Etice of Alchymy, they reject 
almoſt every Line that treats 
not thereof. 


I muſt indeed Confeſs that 


the Arcanum of this Art is 
not only defirable but truly 
Excellent;and alſo that there- 
by Divine Truths are adum- 
brated, yet alſo do affirm it 
gives not the poſſeſſion there- 
of, which is alone Entailed 
upon that Divine excellency 

that never faileth; Charity. 
For ſurely whether there be. 
Propheſies they ſhall fail ; or , 
Tongues they fhall Ceale; or. 
Knowledge it ſhall vaniſh 
LE: away 


away ; but the word of the 


4 


Lord ( which is Chriſt ve 
Charity or gift of God tor the 
World ) abideth for ever. 
Therefore let me admoniſh 
the Studious to purſue know- 


| ledge in the Path thereof;who 


then will make: a true E- 
ſtimation , and will per- 
celve that it is not the ulti- 
mate Attainment but only a 
Link of the i)ivine Chain : 
And as there are ſteps to 
knowledge, ſo likewiſe there 
are ſteps beyond it; as the 
Holy ManDivinely fers forth 
and admoniſheth, that Faith 
and Virtue precede Knows 
ledge ; then to add to Know- 
ledge Temperance; to Tem- 
perance Patience; to Patience 

B 2 God- 


ſl therly Kindneſs, and to Bro- 
liek therly Kindneſs Charity. O 
"hs happy Attainment ! O Divine 
Chain of Perfettion! There- 
fore we muſt ſay with the 
Inſpired Apoſtle, That alths? 
we ſhould underſtand all Myſte- 
ries and all Rzowledge and had 
ot Charity,it would availe no- 
thing. Farr hence, therefore 
ye ungodly; ye prophane and 
Covetous, for neither theſe 
Divine nor Natural Myſteries 
-are your Portion. 

But for the Virtuous, Pru- 
dent and well Accompliſhed 
Students and Lovers of Chy- 
mical Philoſophy, T have writ- 
ten this ſhort TraC&t in Bro- 
therly Love ; not indeed by 
way 


| (4): 
Godlineſs ; to Godlineſs Bro- 
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way of Invitation to the 4rt, 
/tho' its truth and excellency | 
would warrant'it ) there be- 
1Ng 00 many ratly Concer- 

ned therein already , but to 

Io {truct thoſe rightly ſecking; 
and alſo if poſſible to prevent 
all from attempting to effect 
our Mageftery by fruitleſs 
and vainOperat 10ns,by which 
they noronly bring Diſgrace 
to the Art, but Poverty to 
themſelves. 

And I may aſlure the In- 
genious, that it is the very de- 
fire of thoſe that have obtain« 
ed a reward of their Labour 
and ſtudy, to be helpful. But 

I hope ſuch are nor ignorant 
of the Difficulty of the Task; 

for as nothing Gratifics us 

B 3 more 
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mn our own Philoſophical 
Sence, ſo nothing is more re- 
gretting then the thoughts of 
Introducing wicked and 
blockii': Men. 

Hence 1s required a peculi- 
ar Method in Writing that 
we may Inſtruct the one,and 
conceal from the.other ; and 
deed many weighty Rea- 
fons perſwades us to perform 
the Latter with what skill we 
can : Yet conſidering that we 
neceflarily muſt, for the In- 
RtrudQtion of Tyroes, Candidly 
Write the Truth , and that 


every Treatiſe when publiſh- 


ed, is Ilyable to be peruſed by 


all; we conclude therefore on 


good Grounds,that the Event 
13 


more then being underſtood 


(7) 
is more owing to Providence 
then our Cunning. But in- 
deed the Writings of the En- 
vious, tozether with thoſe of 
the Ignorant ( which are not 
3 few ) have proved a ſuffict- 
ent Bulwark againſt the raſh 
and confident Approaciters ; 
and they have allo yielded an 
occaſion and opportuity ro 
the more Candid and Knows 
ing, to Write.che more plain 
and Familiar. And indeed 
the firſt Care ofa Tyro ought 
to be the Diſtinguiſhing of 
Writers; that he may not 
only (bun thefalſe, bur envi. 
ous, and Converſe. with 
thoſe only that are knowing 
and Candid. 

And therefore for the In- 
{itruCti- 


SP 
{truCtion of thoſe that are not 
capable to make a true diſtin- 


Ction bet weenthe true & falſe. 
Writings, it being indeed dit- ' 


#icult for Tyroes,for they have 
Written equal in their Pro- 
miles both of theirCandor and 
the Readers Rewarg, or ra- 
ther the latter have excelled, 
T {hall recommend the more 
Candid as well as knowing 
Maſters 1n this Science, with 


advice to the Studious, they 
necd nor doubt their Suffict- 


ency tO [nirudt them 1n all 


things nec. i: at y without CON= {| 


ſuluing any o:hers, tho? true 
ones, by which they may not 
only ſhun the talſc, but envi- 
ous Wricings. I dare affirm 
there 15 nothung more ten<sto 


bring 


Tc, | 
to bring the Searchers ofthis 


Art tothe knowledge thereof, 


then only to read Candidand 


knowing Authors ; nor no- 
thing more confounding than 
the reading true and falſe 
Books with equal Credit. 

I ſhall therefore recom- 
mend theWritings of Hermes, 
Artefins, Flammel, Riply,1re- 
veſan, Senatvogins, the Au- 
thor of the Hermerick Secrets, 
which are all Candid Au- 
thors , and to ſhorten the re- 
ckoning, all others that are 
quoted by theſe - But above. 
any I muſt recommend one 
of our Moderns, who ftiles 
himſelf Ezreneus Philale- 
thes Coſmopolita, whoſe Wri-/ 
tings are the belt Piece of 
Chymis 


(10) 


Chymical Philoſophy extant, 


and indeed has performed 


that for the Lovers of Art, 
that Challenges the Garland 
of Praiſe from all others; for 
whereas he, with many more, 
Were fain to acquire the 
knowledge of the Secret of 
the Philoſophers Magnes from 
ne ; of their Magical Chaltys 
from another ; the uſe of Ds. 
ana's Doves from a thud ; the 
Air or rather Chamelian of 
the Philoſophers from ano- 
ther ; the groſs Preparation 


of their Menſtrunm 1n another; | 


the number of Eagles in ano: 
ther ; all which, together 
with Internal Fires and Pro- 
portions ; ſecret and Manual 


. operation with their Circum-' 
{tag- 


t, 


ed 
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ſtances ; he has Philoſophically 
and Merhodically taught,with 
more Candor and freedom 
then thoſe before him. 

Let Tyroes therefore rely 
upon this, the Authors men- 
tioned are abundantly ſuffici- 
ent ; others may be read to 
confirm the tudious,but ſuch 
that caunot conceive the 
truth from theſe ; would ne- 
ver from all others they can 
read, reap the Knowledge of 
our Secrets, And for the In- 
{truction of the Studious I 
will Inform them what is re- 
quilite'to be known in the 
reading theſe Authors men- 
tioned, and what muſt be ac- 
quired before they conclude 
they are underitood, For it 
1s 


(-12 ) 
1s not ſufficient if a word or 
two in one and another ſeem 
to harmonize, and all the reſt 
ſeem ſuperfluous, and of no 
value: no, have no ſuch mean 
thoughts of the knowing 4- 
aepts, as tho' either their Sub- 
jects were {o mean, or they 
ſo Barren: Ican aſſure yoy 
their Writings abound with 
requiſite Matter, and Con: 
curring Truths ; and unleſs 
they are ſo read and under- 
ſtood,as an Egg is caren, viz. 
throwing away only the ſhell 


(which isa ſmall proportion). 
: they are not comprehended 


nor underſtood aright , not- 


withſtanding any Conceit to | 


the Contrary. Therefore, till 
they are thus underſtood, go 


not 


C13 
fiot to practice any Theor 
with expectation of gucceſ?. 
In order therefore to a right 
underſtanding, I ſhall lay a 
{ound Foundation for the {ty 
diqus Tyroes, and whoſoever 
Builds thereon according to 
þts ſhall find it ſure and the 
foundation of al] Philoſophers. 
Nature therefore forbid- 
ding all Generation and Mul. 
tiplication of Species out of 
kind,let none fooliſhly endea- 
vour io efteft it ; for as in it 
ſelf it is impoſſible, ſo allo it is 


_ againſt that unanimous ad- 


monition of all Philo/ophers; 
apply all things to the poſſibility 
of Nature. | 

Know therefore the Gene- 


ration and Multiplication of 


all 


(14) 


all things 15 effected no other | 


way than by their own Seeds 


and proper Matters,not from ; 


the Commixtion of four Ele- 
ments, - as {ome fondly Ima- 
fine. The Seed of Animals 
Reſteth in their Reins ; the 


Seeds of Vegitables are prodtt- | 


ced into the Air ; the Seed of 
Metals refteth in their Pro- 


fundity, but is only 'to be 
found in the Perfect : for un+ |; 
till any thing bearing Seed be | 
come toa degree of Perfecti- | 
on, it cannot emit its Seed ; | 


asis ſeen in an Aple or Pear, 


it pluckt from the Tree before 


its time,it cannot yield Seed ; 


likewiſe the ſame is known in 


Hamane Youth ; no morecan 
imperfect or unripe Metalls, 
tho' 
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tho? as in the other, the po- 
tentiality truly exiſt. How 
fooliſh then do many act who 
not only forſake the perfeCt, 
(which alone can yield ſeed } 
but even ſeek a Metaline ſeed 
from an Animal or Vegitable? 
O Groſs Ignorance exceeding 
the Vulgar,who never expect 
Wheat without the Seed of 
Wheat, nor a Horſe but by a 
Horſe! Leave off therefore 
you fooliſh and vain Opera- 
tors, ſeeing the meaneſt Ca-. 
pacity is able to Arraign your 


Z Philofophy,and charge it with 


abſurdity. 

So then as every thing to 
be Generated mult have its 
own Seed, ſo mult alſo every 
Secd have its proper — : 

or 


————————————— . 
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for the firſt Matter of things 


15 not their Seeds, but that by | 
which the Seed and Species is | 
Multiplyed. The firſt Mat- | 


ter of Vegitables is water, 


without a ſufficient quantity | 


of which, no Vegitable can in- 
creaſe; nor out of one Load 
of Corn {owed coul4 ten be 
reaped : So alſo, if we had ne- 


ver {ſo much Matter and not | 
Seed, the Generation 1s ifn- * 


poſſible. The like alſo may 


be obſerved in the Generati- 
on of Man; for altho? the 
Seed may be plentifully. caſt 


into its proper Matrix and 


that Matrix barren of matter, 
Viz. Menſtruum, nc Generatt- 
on follows : So on the contra- 


ry in thoſe Matrix's where is + 


plenty | 
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plenty of. matter and notSecd, 
the hopes of Generation CEa- 
les. 

All this is applicable to Me- 
zats, the firſt matter of which 
isMerctryasalſo of all Minerals 
that are of Mctallick impoli- 


tion ; for untill it be Mercnry 


it 15 not the firit matter of 
Metals , but may be other- 
ways diſpoled,but when once 
Mercury, 1t tends only 
to Metal; ina generative way. 
hence may be learned the fol- 
ly & Ignorance of thoſe that 
ſeek atter, or brag of the firſt 
matter of Mercury, yea of all 
things, which admit they had 
the very matter of which Na- 
ture makes Mercarythey could 
by no art effect it, and conſe- 
quently avail them nothing, 

as: 


F ; 
of 


__ 


Ca3)::. 


asbeing neither ſeed nor mart- | 
ter. Leave off therefore ſuch |! 
vain attempts, and follow | 
{ſimple Nature, whoſe daily | 
Operations would better In- 


ſtruct were they Contempla- 


red rightly; and learn to mul- ! 


tiply a Metallick Species, with 


a Metallick Seed and. matter ; | 
for certainly it is poſſible by | 
' no Other means to effeCt it. | 


And that I may evince to 
all, for the prevention of Er- 


. 


roneous Attempts, that Crude : 
Atercaury is the matter of all. 
Betals,Learnand underſtand. : 
Firſt, that all may be reduced | 
into Mercury and according | 


co the purity or impurity of 


rhe Metals 1s the quantity : 


thereof; Gold and Silver, are 


whol; | 
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wholly reduced,others aboun- 
ding with the Hetefogeneous 
Superfluities not : Hence is 
learned the purity and impuz 
rity of theſe Bodies: This 
ſhould reach all they proceed- 
ed from this- Mercural Root. 
Allo it being certain that our 
Cry/opoet ick Arcanum, is Ca- 
pable of making Gold of no 
other matter in the World ; 
tor io much as any Metal has 
of Mercarial matter, lo much 
only 1s tranſmutable into 
God; neither doth it differ 1a * 
quality,when effected,though 
projected upon one, two, Or 
more of them,but only quan- 
tity:hence it comesto palsthat 
a greater-quantity of Mercary - 
1s tranſmured then any other 
I1fls= - 
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1mperfeCt Metal, it being joy- | 
ned with leſs extraneous mat- 
ter, tho* not wholly without. 
Alſo, from hence may be ga- | 
thered what the matter of our | 
Arcanum mult of neceflity be; 
for thoſe curious 'in their In- 


ineQtions know ,that between | 


things aſſimilated by Tran: | 


mutation, there mult inter- | 


cede precedent likeneſs, or no | 


induttry can cauſe 2a Union. | 
And now if what have been | 
1aid, be not ſufficient to Eſta- | 
bliih a 77ro,reclaim the raſh, | 
and inform the Ignorant, I. 
know not what would. Tho! 
indeed it 1s no more then , 
has been ſaid by many 
Philoſophers, whofe ſayings 
would better Inftrugt thetr | 
Readers, 


f 


, 


4 


, 


| 
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Readers, and would prevent 
thoſe abſurdities they run in- 
to, were they better obſer- 
ved. How often has this 
truth been inculcated ( tho' 
heeded by few ) that no dif- 
ſolvent ought to differ from 
the diſlolvend in matter but 
Proportion and Digeſtion - 
alſo, that no Water Diflolves 
Bodies in a Generative way, 
but that which 1s of the ſame 
Species,and can be Inſ{pitiated 
in them : what can be bet- 
ter ſpoken,or in ſa few words 
comprehends more ? Y, 
But notwithſtanding what 

5 ſaid, I expe&t many will per- 
fevere in vain Attempts, For þ. 
when I have Diſcourſed the 
Realon and poſſibility of = 
| rfl 
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Art to ſome with all the skill 


and plainneſs I was able, 


they could not conceive it, be- | 


ins prepoſſeſſied with a Con- 


| 


« 
: 
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ceited knowledge of true | 


Principles : Hence. the ſtudi- 
ous may learn that the 
Ignorance of the igno- 


rant is more Owing to their 


own folly then the remote- 
neſs of truth. And truly when 
we ſee fo many wile men, ca- 
pable of effecting any thing 
that falls within the bounds 
of Wir and Learning, Con- 
founded in an Art {o Natu- 
ral, eaſfie and true ; fo fully 
treated of, and ſo deſirably 
ſought after, cannot but ad- 
mire the protection thereof: 
which among others 1s one 
Reaſon the Philoſophers have 


nuank, | 
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unanimouſly declared it to be 


_ the Gift of God 3; Therefore, 


ſeeing it is thus, with what 
ſhame ought thoſe Sophiſters 
to be Cloathed who pretend 
to diſpenſe the knowledge 
thereofat their Pleaſure ; of 
ſuch beware,. and with all di- 
ligence ſhun,and ſeek it alone 
at the Hand of the true Gi- 
ver, to whom be praiſe alone. 

Now therefcre, let me tur- 
ther admoniſh the ſtudious, 
that they wittily underſtand 
the Philoſophers, not careleily 
paſs over thoſe things that 
not only would prevent Er- 


' . Tors, but introduce know- 
ledge: and in the firſt place 


learn the effects of our difol- 


ving Water, by which a true 
| _ elti= 
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eſtimationmay be made there- | 


of, and of the Difſolvents -of 
the vulgar.Gold is diſſolved in 


our Humidity, like, Ice in | 
warm Water; obſerve the | 


example, and conſider the 


Identity of matter between ; 
Iceand Water, and apply it 


to our Priacipies : Ice 1s Was 
ter congealed, therefore Na- 
turaliy refolves into Water, 
and when mixed with Water 
becomes one infeperably with 


it: therefore ſuch an humi- ' 
dity which difiolves Gold like | 


the Example, muſt be that 


out of which Gold 1s produ- | 


ced by Nature,otherv ays the 
union will be impoſſible, and 
the Reduction not Natural. 
The Author of the New Light 


has. 


| 


þ 
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- | has candidly written the ſame 


thing. ** Seek (faith he) /uch 
an humidity or moiſture which 


«ah diſſolve Gold without 


*0iſe or Violence, yea ſo ſweet= 
ly and naturally as Tre doth 
*® melt i warm water ;, if you 
* ind out this, you have that 


\ *rhivg out of which Gold is pro- 


% duced by nature. Again, 
* Our Argent Vive doth di/- 
«{olve Gold or Silver ſo, that 


| "it cannot be ſeparated from 
| "them; but is as water mixed 
| © with water. And truly let 
\ me add ( to ſhew you fully ) 
our Humidity can by an eaſe 


art beaQtually made into Gold 
or Silver, whence may be lear- 


| nedits Pozradns, which at once 


throws off all that are ſhort of 
D Me- 
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Metelick weight , yea it ex- 
ceeds ſomewhat that of Com- 
mon Argezxt Vive; therefore 
let all beware of ſeeking any 
"other for our intent. : 
And now, it any be igno- 
rant of the Matter, or arro- 
gantly oppoſe what hath been 
{aid, their ingratitude on the 
one hand, and ignorance on 
the other will exclude them 
the Kings Palace, and we muſt 
leave them groping for the 
Door, whilft the true Artif 
Triumphs in their Y/eory,and 
are ſplendidly Eantertained 
therein. 
But to as many as conceive 
I will add this, that if che part 
of an Artiſt be performed, to 
make the water that is cold, 
| warm, 


_. .. 
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warm ; they ſhall perform our 
Solution according to the Ex: 
ample. 

And that I may prevent a 
Common Error, Fiz. Ihe 
Counfounding our natural di{- 
jolvent with our Circulated 
Salt, or Alkaheſt. ſome Igno- 
rant Boaſters, that neither 
knew the one nor the other, 
having. taught that they are 
both the fame,ſhallſo far ſhew 
their Difference, that no T7ro 
but may eftectually diltinguith 
them in his Theory. Know 
therefore, and note well this 
inort Diſtinction ; there 1s no 
Afﬀtinity between them eitner 
in Matter or Operation ; they 
Differ in Matter as muchas 
one Species doth from another, 

D 2 the 
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the one being Metalline, the 
other Saline: They Difter 
in their Operations, as much 
as Love and Wrath, the one in 
Love preſerving, the other in 
Wrath deſtroying, Life and 
Motion. 

I cannot but admire, not- 
withſtanding the real Care 
and great Labour of many 
knowing and candid Philoſo- 
phers to prevent Errors in ad- 
moniſhing the Studious to be- 
ware of Subrilty, Sequeſtring 


the Art from the many So- | 


phiſms, and Calling their Prin- 
, Cipies by their proper Names, 
to lee men ſtudious in this Art 
fo fooliſh in their Concluſions 
and eperations;ſoime propoſing 


to make our Sccret and great 
Elixir 


( 29) 
Elixir,yhich is a Fire-abiding 
Purity, and perfect Tin&sre 
from impure and Combulithie 
Matters a5 Oraure,Wize,Urine, 
Nitre, Blood, Dew, Ratn-water, 


Earth Vitriol,and many others 


too tedious to reckon, being 
led thereto by their own for- 
did Fancy, or having read per- 
haps thereof ia the Writings 
of the wiſe men(for they have 
by Analogie called their mat- 
ters almoit every thing) tence 
no Sophiſter no Jenorant Wor= 
ker, but pretends to Juitifie 
his Proceedin 5s , tho' upon 
theſe fordid Subjects, from 
their Writings, but their End , 
will be Diſappointment , if 
not Diſzracs and Poverty. 
Theſe indeed go on in Errors 
with 


(39) 
with this Comfort, that many 
of the Adepts do ſay they er- 
red oft, and one particularly 
two bundred times, but tho' 
they itould erre the ſame 
Number, yet not being ſup- 
ported by a true Theory, nor 
underſtanding the nature ofthe 
thing deſired, are Chuling as 
many Matters almoſt as Ope- 
rations, and ſo find the pojl1- 
bility of the Multiplication of 
Errors, ad inflnitum, tho' not 
of Tinitare truely perfeEt and 
Permanent; Oh miſerable 
Blindneſs ! O inextricable La- 
borinth ! whoſe miſerable ſtate 
take from Geber ( {ubtile wit- 
Ted indeed enough but of his 
Candor be jealous) © oft mi- 
” — "_ and unhappy is he who 


&© af te7 
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& after the exa of his Mork God 
* denies to ſee the Truth, for he 
* ends his Life in Error: who be- 
«© ing ſurroxnaed with all manner 
* of misfortune and infelicity, 
* conſtituted in perpetual labour, 
& looſeth all the comfort and joy 
of this Worla, and ſpends his 
« life in ſorrow without any be- 
« efit or reward, | will add 
my own Opinion,thetr reward 
is juſt, who provoke God, en- 
deavour to force Nature,abuſe 
. the Adepts, and abound in ig- 
norance and folly. 

There'ore as many as ex- 
peCt berter fare, let them ſeek 
righely; firſt call upon God and 


know your hearts to be pur- 


od from Impurity, and Faiclh 
to have poſſeſſion , by which 
yOu 
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you may attain to Virtue then 
purſue Knowledge ; alſo be 
{ure to attempt nothing con: 
trary to Nature, and with 
great reſpect acknowledge the 
Love aud Care of the Adept 
Brothers that have communi- 
cated their Experience and 
hinted the way ; then purſue 
ourDzaza with great Induſtry, 
whole Beauty 1s ſingular and 
qualitys excellent ; ſhe is more 
fair, more grave, and yet live- 
ly and more fit ior Generation 
then any other ; Marry her to 
the Sun, and their Of-Spring 
{hall be your Reward. 

And for your Inſtruction 
know, and note 1t well, that 
our Water or Mercury 1s a Cone 
pound-Simple, Compound 10 
IC» 
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reſpe& to quality, ſimple in re- 
ſpect to Matter and Homoge- 
neity : The Matter 1s Watry, 
the Quality Fiery, which are 
reconciled by Airſaccording to 
the DoCtrine of Elements) but 
according to the Principles 
thus, the Matter is Mercnuriaty 
the Quality Sulphureous, Res 
conciled by Salt ; which alſo 
may be, and ſometimes are, 
called the Water, the Spirit, 
and the Biood, or Body, Soul 
and Spirit; take it either way, 
but ve ſure to underſtand them 
Scientificially or PraCtically, 
the neceſhty of which learn 
trom this following Diſcove- 
ry. Salt prepares Snlphur, 
Salt and Sulphur prepares Mer: 
cury, Mercury prelerves them : 
SIC 


So that wir tb; Sulphur 
cannot be prepared or ſet at 
liberty from his Priſon, it be- 
ing the only Key thereto ; 
without Salt and Sulphur Mer- 
eary cannot be qualifed, and 
without Mercury, Salt and Sul- 
phur can effeEt nothing, it be- 
ing their proper Veſſel or Ma- 
trix : But be ſure all be Homo: 
geneal, or the Mercurial {1m- 
plicity will be impoſſible; 
theretore make the lJatterJudge 
of the two former, ſor all Me- 
taline things are tryed ina 
Mercurial Balance. Firſt learn 
theſe things Theoretically,and 
ſee the ſame confirmed by ma- 
ny Philoſophers before you en- 
ter upon Practice, this is ſafe 


and delightful : And then, al- 
tho 
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tho Errors ſhould happen 
[which expect) yet being ſup- 
ported by a true Theory, they 
will Inſtrut, but till then 
confound and Diſtraf&t. Be- 
lieve me and take this candid 
Advice. | 

Therefore, as many as ſets 
about this Work,let them ficft 
know what they ſeek, and 
what they would efte&t. It is 
no ſmall thing to be capable to 


Inform matter, and that in an 


inſtant; conſider who it 1mi- 
fates ; did not our Lord effect 
this at the Marriage in Canaar 
on the Water, which was the 
matter of Wine. Think not 
therctore it 15 attained with- 
out a Bleſſing from him, pro- 
tound Meditation, Herculears 


Labour and Cot. Di- 
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Diligently thereforeattend, | 


and note well what I ſay.Mat- 
ter is informed by Light ; of 
which matter and form all cre- 
ated Concrets contilts, Light 
being the form in all Concretes 
and life of all Beings, which 
Light is ineffable & not known 
abſtratt from matter,as welee 
in the moſt beautiful Creature 
either humane or other, as al- 
ſo in the curious Flowers of the 
Earth, how through the with: 
drawing of an inviſible fire or 


Spirit they become dead,Opake | 


and fir only for Corruption, 
that Nature may again react 
and communictte form ; fuci 
are her viſciſſitudes ; but {he 
allo nzs her Darling and laſt 
perfection , wherein the has 
frm- 


fading, I muſt tell him his oft- 
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firmly united form with pure 
matter,yca ſofirmly that with- 
out the help of Art ſhe can 
hardly alter rhe ſame; and ſee- 
jog the perfeQtion of matter 1s 
Form, why {hould any ſtudi- 
ous in Philoſophy negle& to 
Contemplate the perfeEtion of 
Gold, which is thus perfected 
by Nature. . And truly if its 
Permanancy and Beauty be not 
ſufficient to Captivate his 
Thoughts and Hands from 
working on things impure and 
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ſpring will not be long lived, 
for ſuch as the Tree is, ſuch is 
the Fruit,ſuch as the Father is, * 
ſuch is the Son. 

This Form is called Su/phur 
by the Author of the newLight, 
and 


(33) 
and in l*Dza/ogze thereof thus 
Writes, © He # the Maker of a 
« thonſand things; he knows how 
©« #0 make Metals better, aud 
& Correct Minerals; and ts the 
©<Gbeart of all things, he teacheth 
« Animals unaerſhgnaing, knows 


& how to make all kinds of Flow-. 
« exs 733 Herbs and I vees, andis 
þ | 


«Chief over them, Corrnpts the 
« Air which he amends again; 
& he is maier of all Odours, and 
« Painter of all Colours. Again, 
© Know ihat Sulphar is the Vir- 
* tu of all things. 

Here let rhe jftnd:ous in At 
chymy open their Eyes and be- 
hold what Reaſon we have to 
Proclaim our Principles orSub- 
jects univerſal,v/z. Matter and 
Form, and to be in all places, 
but underſtand. ſuch as ſeck 

Sul. 


& 
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©#alphur for our Intent, muſt 
conceive that 1t 1s nearer in 
ſomethings then in others, and 
without they apply themſelves 
to thoſe Palaces where S»/phur 
gives Audience to the Phz!oſo- 
pers, they may for ever ſeek 
but not find him. 

Ariſe therefore you ſons of 
Hermes, & contemplate on the 
Light, the Corporification of 
which is the utmoſt bound 
of Nature, yea what is it elſe 
but the Sun it ſelf 5 who that 
g0cs about to ſeek it in things 
fading and impure finds 1t,tho' 
truly there ? 'but of too {wift 
foot for the nimbleit purſuers, 
and ſeeing it 1s inviſible in the 
Concretes,and known only by 
effect; 8 can in no wiſe be at- 
tained 
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tained abſtract from matter, 
and conſequently matter muſt 
enter into the work, what man 
would be ſo fooliſh to expect a 
Fire abiding purity from im- 
pure Matters, neither a ſtrict 
union of the form therewith, 
Therefore {eeing the matter to 
which the form is intimately 
united, muſt neceſſarily excel 
in purity and permanency,and 
alſo that the form in ſuch a 
matter is Corporihed, and 
doth abound, where ſhould an 
Artiſt ſeek for form but in ſuch 
a matter,now Go/d being ſuch 
is found to be the only ſubject 
capable of anſwering the de- 
fires of the Artiſt ; who begins 
where Nature left, & through 
her aſſiſtance,and an Homoge- 
ne- 
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| neous Agent, procceds to let 


looſe the form in a Natural 
way; which form reacting on 
the matter enobles it, & brings 
it nearer its own Nature: fo 
that every time the form 1s 
thus ſet ar Liberty, or ſtirred 
up to action, it goes on to1ts 
end,U/S, to inform matter,and 
wien the end of its Action 1s 
come reſteth; thus it 15 reitera- 
red till the mater be fwallows 
e up in the form, which then 
becomes corporified form, and 
accorauing to 11s. p-rfi;0tion in- 
forms More or le{s marter on 
which it 1s projecte:!, Hence 
allo may be learned how it he= 


comes univerſal, ſ{ceing it paſ- 
 keth from ſpecification thirher; 


and the nearer the maiter is 
E, brought 
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brought to the form, the far- 


ther off ſpecification, yea ſo 
far therefrom may it pals,chat 
it will not be applicable to 
Metals inreſpett to Tranſmu- 
tation, but will perpetually 
ſhine and excell the Nature of 
tangible Bodies, Ihis is our 
whole Philoſophy, comprehen- 
ded in this ſhort Theory. 

Put in order to ſer the form 
at Liberty,tiat it may thus re- 
aCt upon the matter, the Body 
muſt be reduced into its firit 
matter,or water Homogeneal, 
10 a natural way, whereby the 
Species is preſerved ; and ſee- 


ing this can be done by. noo | 


ther means. then by the firſt 
matter thereof, let none be 


either ſo raſh or fooliſh to * | 


tempt at. 


L401 


I have abundantly ſhown al- 
ready the difterence of firſt 
2t | matters, and that they differ 
ro | ſolar ineach Species, that the 
1. , firſt matter of an Animal, or 
ly | Vegitable, is heterogeneous tO 
of | a Metal, and {o on the contra- 
ir | Ty ; and conſequently can net- 
1. | ther Generate nor encreaſe a 
Metal, which is Generated or 
m | multipled by no other matter 
- | then its own, as | have Phi!o- 
y | ſophicaly and plainly ſhown; 
i | which 1s alſo attcfted by all 
1, | Philoſophers. The noble Polo- 
s  manipeaking of theGo/d found 
e | between the Tezth of a dead 
» i man, takes occaſion thus to cx- - 
ſt | preſs himſelf, That unleſs Miz * 
xe | neral Mercury ( which is the 
t- | matter ofGold bad been broug ht 
Is 133. 


C 44 ) 


in thither, there could never 
have been Gold proauced. We 
may ſay with him, many tic 
like accidents fall out, which 
being not well confidered by 
the Writer, occaſions the Reaz 
der to err. But the honeſt 
ſearcher mult apply all rhings 
tothe Poſſibility of Naturc, it 
they agree not with her, they 
mult be let aione, who Genez 
rates and mulriplys all things 
by their own Sceds and pro- 
per matters. 

A further proof of the difc- 
renceot the firſt matters ofeach 
Species iSlearned from theaCtiz 
on of our noble Circulated Salt 
or Aikahe:/tupon them,by which 
they are reduced into their 


ficlt matters, and in their re- ; 


duction 
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duction give certain teſtimony 
of their diverſity, as Metals in- 


to Seu/phar, and Mercury, Pearls, 


&c. into a milky juice. So thar 
the vanity of endeavouring to 
Generate or multiply one Spe- 
cies by the fecd and matter of 
another, is deſervedly reward- 
& with the loſs both of money 
and time - but that it may be 
prevented for the future,l have 
candidly ſhown the ſtudious 
the Law of Nature and Art, 
which ſtrictly forbids, and moſt 
certainly puniſheth ſuch ab- 
furd Practices. 

Alſo I would admoniſh ſuch 
that preſume they underſtand 
us, not to be too grois, nor to 
apply this our plain Writings 
to this or the orher ſubrile de- 
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vice, that perhaps we never 
thought of ;- for I have oftcn 
known the tcolthnels of many 
on this wiſe, who having 
read often that Alerczry is the 
matter of Metals,preſently con- 
clude it to be the ſubject of our 
Work, and with great confi 
dence and equal aflurance of 
their ſucceſs go to work, and 
perhaps endeavour io diſſolve 
it into water, becauic the Phi- 
loſophers (ay their matter muſt 
be diffolved, or to impregnate 
it with Air, becauic they ſay 
it muſt be impregnated with 
Air, or to Calcine it, they ha- 
ving ſoread,others to ſublime, 
Diſtil, putrifie, ſeparate the 
Elements,and many other foo- 
liſh endeavours, not in the leaſt 
agree- 
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agreeable, but deſtructive to 
Nature. Yet ſeem to juſtifie 
their proceedings bÞy our Wrt- 
tings. 

Being therefore moved with 
reſpect to truth and Love to 
the ſons of HermetickLearning; 
as allo with indignation of Ec- 
ror, I will ſhew you wherein 
you erre, and where you mils 
the way by thus conceiving. 
You fooliſhly and Blindly ap- 
ply theſe Natural Operations 
of our Work to the preparati- 
on of our matters {( of which 
many Ph:loſophers have Writ 
but little, making the firſt the 


{ubject of cheir Diſcourſe, for. 


theirExcellency,as indeed they 
have been thoſe of their admi- 
ration ) and allo inconſiderat- 


ly 
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ly apprehending the one for 
the other err moſt grofly. For 
ifany attempt that mannually 
which can only be performed 
Naturally, no wonder if they 


miſs of their deſigned end. Be. * 


hold I have faithfully ſhewed 
you the 'I7uth : and let me af- 
{ure you, t1!] tits one $Kil] be 
performed, that 1s, to Giitin- 
guiſh between our natural and 
manual Operations, you will 
be confounded in the writings 
ofthe Adepts do what you can. 
It is this alone that can enable 
aTyroto go on inthe purſuit of 
Diana with courage and de- 
light, yea it is the very ſhroud 
that covers her. and hinders the 
eyes of the vulgar fiom behols 
- ding her Doves. (which are fo 

Anke 


— ——  —  — — 


PTY, Os ” w. pomp wow -Y S 


. 0 ww YM HY yaw 9 


) 


4.9 
| axiouſly ſought)andher beau- 
And 
truly we cannot but admire the 


ty that allures the Sun. 


Confidence of ſome boaſting 


Sophilters, who know not Na- 
ture in the leaſt ofher Operatt- 


ons, yet preſume to be conyer- 


lant inthe knowledge of this | 


ſecret Pair ; and doimagine to 
themſelves, and confidently af- 
firm to others they are this or 
the other thing, and thus pre- 
pared. But remember what 
the Philoſopher ſaid,who ſpeaks 
as fully -concerning them as 
any , * That a0 eje but 4 true 
Philoſophers ever ſaw them,but 


when leen and known this is 


the effet,accordingto the ſame 
Philoſopher, © Thzs one 5killper- 


| "forms the Maſtery of Theory, 
| * exobles a Philoſopher, and un- 


F | folds 


S—_ 


| ($0 / 

«folds to the knower all our Se- 
*- crets,.By which all may know 
whether they concelve aright, 


for all pretences or Conceits of 


the knowledge thereof,that has 
not this effect is certainly of 19 
value. And indeed the ſecret 
Doves of our ſecret Dyaxa are 
| truly remote from every vulgar 

* eye, her Fountain and Wood 
muſt firſt be known wherethey 
aſcend and deſcend before you 
attempt to catch them. Seck 
then wilely, & when their neſt 
is found, encloſe them with a 
tranſparent Wall, ſo high and 
cloſe that they cannot eſcape by 
flight, then itirr chem up, but 
at firſt expect only the female 
who is more watchful then her 
Mate, but ſhe wil! return and 
bring him alſo. But know ns 
tnat 


Ef» 
that as Art imitates Nature, {o 
do Manual and preparatory 
work bear great Analogy with 
natural and perfe£t Operations; , 
but that which is effeQted in the 
one Mechanically is lively Act- 
edin theother naturally,evento 
the aſtoniſhment of the Artiſt. 
Therefore once more let me al- 
ſure the Ingenious that Phz/0- 
ſophers have {ſo jointly ſpoken 
of theſe, which alone covers our 
Secrets, that a diſtinction can- 
not be made without profound 
Meditation and ſegacious Wit; 
which no ſooner is performed 
but the Maſtery of Theory is 


acquired;but till this be attain-<> 


ed all Practice is uncertain and 
to be ſhunned; for nothing is 
more eatie then to mifinterprer 
and conſequently miſapplyour 

F 2 lays 
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ſayings. Andaltho' we do ſay, 
and that truly 8 properly, Dz- 
ſtil, Sublime. Calcine, Putrifie, 
Separate and Reconjoyn the Ele- 
ments, &c. yetallo admoniſh 
that ourOperations are not vul- 
gar, but ſecret and truly Natu- 
ral, and prrtormed in one only 
Veſſel. Therefore let none per- 
ſuade theimſclves, or be perſua- 
ded by Roguiſh Sophilſters, 
(which abounds ) contrary to 
this. 

And truly as our Operations 
are ſecret, ſo are our Agents by 
whuch they are carried on with- 
out intermiſſion to their End. 
" Hor as was ſaid by a knowin® 
Maſter, © Our Inſtrument that 
* bringeth the matter into moti- 
* ox tn the firſt, ſecond and third 
work, 


(53 ) 
- " Pork, 7s not the fire of a Bath, 

* nor Dung nor Aſhes, &C.. 

And therefore.as there are in 
our Work three Periods or ter- 
-minations, which are three Cal- 
cinations or Fixations ; ſo likes 
wiſe every one of them 1s ef-. 
fected by 1ts proper Agent,eve- 
ry Termination or Fixation 
terminating the Action of its 
. Agent, having performed its 
Work, as one to {ill, another to 
make alive, &*c. Alſo theſe 
works differ in their PerfeC&ti- 

ons ; the firſt producing imper- 

feCt o turn, black and foul ; the 
ſecond perfect Luaa, white and 
pure; the third Ripe Sol, red_ + 
and permanent. 

Theſethings being premiſed 
preſumelI may ſpeak ſomewhat 
. of Our Operations themſelves, . 
without : 


> edbya moiſt Fire, or Bath,and 


Fot only preſerves, but increa- 
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without yielding an occaſion to 


any fooliſhly to endeayour the 
lame by any vulgar means. 

As many therefore as would 
attain the maſtery of our uni- 
verſal Mercnry,that doth poſlels 
the Virtues of Superiour and 
Inferiour, which is the one 0n- 
Iy SubjeEt of our Secrets, let 
them thus proceed. 


R. The Venerable matter of 


Phiteſophers, called by many 
Names, Adapt a fir Veſlel, 


Furnace and Fire according to 


its. neceſſity ; then proceed to 
Calcination, which opens the 


Pores of the Body, being effcCt- 


{es radical or natural Moiſture, 
by which means the Calx is 


made unuous, and fit for dil- 


ſolu: 


FY 


/ 
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ſolution ; (hence may be learn- 


ed the difference between the. 


Operations of the vulgar und 
ours ; for which of them that 


vulgarly Operate makes Calct- 


nation with a moilt Fire, or re- 
daceth the Body or Calx into 
Attoms as it were impalpable, 
abounding with humidity, and 
therefore ealily ing. We 
exciude frog henceall Corro- 
ſive Waters,and ſtrange Humi- 
dities, which rhe ignorant call 


moiſt Fires, being altogether 


forraigne to our 1atent ) putrt- 
fie this Calx 1n a Fire of wet 
Aſhes for fourty dayes and 


nights, but let the fire be ſuch .» 
j.. . 0 F ummey 
thar nothing ſublime ; then D1- 


[1:1 it gently, and according to 
H:rmes ſeparate the ſubtile 
from the groſs, the Water from 
the 


q! 
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the Earth with oreat diſcreti-! | 
on, and thou halt obtain a wa- | © 
ter of great force and value, | 
which wecall Virgins Milk and i; 


W hitening Spirit, and'in the | ** 
bottom will refide a black earth a 
which 1s called the Earth that | © 
remains ; Col abate this water | - * 
ſo often till Leton is waſhed, | * 
and alſo difiolved and become | * 
once inſeparable with the water, , * 


then is the whole compound =» 
turncd into Purity Without any | 
manual Separation, according ' 
to the Philoſopher, © He that 
<q lepar ales any thing from the 
& [ubjeft thinking it 10 be neceſ- 
ky * {ary knows nothing i in Philofo. \ 
ARE phy : For that which is ſper- | 
ry flaous, unclean, filthy, and fecu- 
« lent, in ſum the whole ſubſtance 
&© of the [ubjedt is perfetted into a 


fixt 


wy 


id 
1e 


h 


$7 

«fxt (piritual body; and this the 
« wiſe Men never revealed,there- 
' fore few cometh to the Artthink:* 

*©z8 that tobe ſome ſuch [ uperflu- 
© ous & unclean thing. Another 
alſo thus Writes, © Waſh away 
© the blackneſs from Leton, nat 


. © with thy hand, but with the 


&« fone Or fre &c. for this ſepara- 
« 15077 of the pare from the im- 
«© pure is wort made, with hands 
<; * but nature her ſelf alone, by 

* working it circularly to per fettt- 

on brings it to paſs. This Opez 
ration 15 not Cnly called Sepa- 
__ but alſo Converſion of 


cal 1s our {> dren — 
Conjunction, and ſubject of 
Wonders, wich now hath at- 
tained 


9 
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tained the Superior and Infert 
or Virtues, of which ſays Poz- 


tanus Hermes, ſpeak obſcarety. 


Hence forward the work is 
more eaſie and delightful, and 
the Reward bountiful, if accor- 
ding to Hermes it be made com- 
pleat, for, vis ejus eff integraſi 
verſa fuerit in terram. Burt this 
Operation of Congealation 1s 
alſo Natural which is effected 
without any impoſition of 
hands : Therefore ler all be- 
ware of any other pretence or 
Endeavour Contrary to this. 
Having taken ſufficient care 
already, and provided againſt 


me underſtanding theſe things 


orofly ,nced ſay no more,a word 
to the wiſe being ſufficient:yet 
for the further inſtruction of a 
Tyro, let me admoniſh, that 
they 


—_— 
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they ſeek not to gather Grapes 
off- Thorns, nor Figgs from 
Thiſtles,butemploy their whole 
Study to underſtand theſe 
things Radically. For moſt cer- 
tain it is, every Effe& has Its 
Cauſe, which Cauſe being un- 
known, the conſequence will 
be the means to bring to paſs 
ſuch an effe&t will be unknown, 
tho' the Effe& ſhould be aCtual- 
ly ſeen. For what would any 
be the wiſer ſhould they ſee the 
EtteCt of our Arcanum upon im- 
perfect Metals, and not appre- 
hend the Caule, they were no 
more able to effect it then be- 
fore. Hence the neceſſity 0i%ws 
underſtanding rhe Generation 
of this Secret and powerful 
Agentuin the Radix of its Nati- 
vity.” Having therefore a deſire 

; L0 
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to benefit the Studious (having 

already ſhewed above, that all | ,e « 
Generation 1s, and indeed muſt | 

| | bet 

be efteCted by an Homogeneous ! 
Agent and Patient, Seed and 
Matter, betwixt which a fer- *' Sui 
ment is begot through a ſpecial . 
appetite in them, and through 

this ferment an offspring is pro | 4, 
duced according to the ature | 


WOE > . 


e 
of the Seed, &c. ) ſhall for a - 
concluſion ceſcend to the prime | pr 
principlesof our work. Which | 


Principles indeed are no other |, 
then thoſe that conſtitute, and 
|. every way compicat a Metaline | ce 
| Body, viz. Sulphur and Argent 


EAT, rms WOT tl 

. Live, in both which is a ſpeck | F 
| ens of FR. , 

| w& Appetite. Fora pure Mer- : x 

cary greedily Coveteth a pure : 


Sulphur, and a pure S»/phar tie y 
Mercury, torthe perfcQion of | 5 
Mer-.. | 


( or ) 


18 
- of Swu/phur 1 is1n Mercury. But 
"= | benot ignorant that ſuch a Mer- 
q | | cury 15 only tir for our work, 
: | which is really female (void of 
+ Sulphur) otherways the Appe- 
©  tite will be wanting, which /let 


1 me perſwade is the very foun- 
| dation of our Art. But this ap- 

4 4 petite 15 wanting in Common - 

| Mercury, as having a ſufficient 


proportion of Metaline Sulphur, 
tho? unactive, by reaſon of its 
| being pluEt from its Roor, and 
thereby became dead,and there- 
fore not fit for the ſtirring-up 


this firſt Ferment,tho when the _ A 


| Ferment is once ſtirred up, it is... 
: then capable of being ferment- 
ed. Alſo our Su/phur isa pure 
active omlphur C vhen a pure 
|  Mercaryis the iubyors of its aCti- 


| On 
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1 


| 


Mercury 1s Sulphur,and the Reſt | 
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on) Capable to eftect what is 
delired by Mercxry. And truly 
where things are thus qualified, 
their imbraces are effectual,and 
their Union eafie and ſpeedy. 
Butbeware of common S«/phar, 
which in no wile is fit for our 
Ntent, being an Enemy to Me- 
taline love;capable indeed of vi- 
ctating,but not really marrying 

_ aVirginMercary;but being am- 
bittous and powerful enough 
to compel, uſurpes the Throne, 
and truly poſſeſſeth the ſame in 
peace, till the right Heir comes, 
which ts ſtronger then he, who 


| - difſpofſeſſeth and caſts him our, 


«nd takes poſleGion himſelf. Let 
_ thy firſt work therefore 1npra- 
__ Etide be to aſliit the right Heir, 
who. when he: poſſeſſeth his 
| | Throne 
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| Throne will recompence thee 
| with the gift of ZHarmoz7a. 
| Hence with eaſe and advan- 
| tage may be learned, not only 
' how our ſubjects are ſaid to be 
| living,but how they become ſo, 
and alſo what good reaſon Phi= || 
loſophers haveſo tocall them:not 
thacthey are matters taken from 
any Antmal(asſomegroſlythink 
| much to their own, and thoſe 
| they perſwades damage)but are 
| become ſuch through the Fer- | 
ment their appetite have pro- | 
duced and Created. No other 
life 1s found in Metals, Mine- 
,rals and Vegitables ; NeitheFt>, + 
;1t poſſible to communicate the =aw/ 
[Lite or Ferment of one to the” 
| other, by reaſon, as1s thewed 
| above,of their difference inmat- 
ter, all true Ferments requiring 
| al 
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anHomogeneity between Agent 

and Patient, Whoſoever there- 
fore {hall Meditate well on 
theſe, and ſee their Harmony 
with true mens Writings,ſhall 
certainly gain this, viz. be pre- 
ſerved from the abſurd and 
chargeable Experiments daily 
practiced by the fooliſh and in- 
confiderate Operators ; andal- 
ſo from being impoſed cn by ig- 


propoſe to make this our ſo 
highly prized 4rcazum from al- 
molt every thing, yea ſuch 
| rhjogs that haveno unity with 
© Metals, yet nothing leſs then a 

| Seperfect Metaline Tincture is to 
E be produced.O deep ignorance! 
O vain attempts ! juſtly rewar- 
ded by nature with ſ:orne, and 
by her ſons detefted with the 
higheſt 


norant and deceitful men; who. 
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higheſt Deriſion. Could they 
but remember by whom it was 
ſaid, ſuch as men Sow, ſuch usuſt 
they Reap: and as God will not 
be mocked, ſo neither will Na- 
ture, Wheretore it thy inten- 
tion be to exait a Meal in vir- 
tue beyond what nature hath 


done, thou mult take a Meta-. 


line nature, both in male and 
female, or thy endeavour will 


be vain, and the end Fruitleſs. 


Seek therefore with all thyIn- - 
duſtry,this ſecretfermentalVir- 


tue,which is bdegot betweenour 


ſecret active /ulphny ( whinkis 


ourFire)& cur Air,yea our con» '\' 


gealed Air, which is the cover. | 
 1ng of this ſecret ſpirit, which is 
| better rhen all the Earth ; this 


15 our green Lyon and S4/ 4rmo-. 


| tack, which alone is able to 


warm 


(65) 
warm, purge, and enliven the: 
Water of our Balzearm. 

How this dorh accord with: 
the Operations of Nature may 
ealily be learned, if we take an 
Obſervation. of her procedure 
therein. Doth not the heaven- 


Air with a ſecret Spirit of Life, 


the Water which, brings them 
tothe Earth, by which the ſe- 
cret. Life of Seeds , contai- 
ned in the Matrix thereof 
through Putrifaction are ſet at 
Liberty, and by their fermental 
virtue Coagulates the Water 


Senn ene ee 


' its proper matter. This 1s our 
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ly influences impregnate the 


which then is communicated to- 


S=nto its own Nature multiply* 
ing its Species thereby,. it being 


whole Work, this our whole: 
Philoſophy ,* which TE” 
—_  - 


( 67 ) 
" the Poſſeſlor with health ind: 
Riches. 
But the Wiſe men make not 
theſe things (though truly ex- 
cellent'/) the bound of their 
ſcarch, but with Solomon ſay, 
how much better it is t6get wiſ- 
dom then Gold, and underſtand- 
 tng rather then fine ſilver. For 
| what woutid it profit in the end 
if a man ſhould obtain the 
knowledge of the Vein for Sil- 
ver, aud know alſo the place 
where they fine Gold ; and that 
out of rhe Earth cometh bread, 
and under it is turned up, 45 it 


it are as Saphire, and that it © 
hath daft of Gold; - together 
with all the miſteries thereof, 
and yet not know thoplace of 
underſtanding ; 3 and remain 1g=. 
| NnOrant. 


were fire ; aud that the ones of * | 


| 


(68 ) 
norant of the Wiſdom of God, * 
ſurely the ſame dumbneſs that } 
polleſed Job, (after he had | 
gone thus farr) wauld fall upon | 
that Tongue: when God ſhall ' 
plead; and when the great Cre- | 
ator of every thing, and know: 
er of every lecret Corner fhall 
Reaſon ? 

Therefore above all get un-z 
derſtanding, and wiſdom purz 
ſue with all thy power 3 Bat 
the heart 1s nt capable to poſs 
ſeſs wiſdom, mor the breaſt to. 
Treaſure up under ſtanding , till 
the Cup w Water colloured with 

” wr receaved from the 
Ide F God. My heart truly 
| moved with theſe things,and 
[ my ſpirit: beats in my Breaſt 
| with which I. magnifie the 
|! — great Creator; Yes /er all the 
| people 
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ous, but to the fooliſh wheewill 
| apply our plain Diſcourſe gg 


their own whimfies and fooliſk 


(.69 
people Praiſe him, and all the 
Hoſt of Heaven wagnifie his ho- 
ly ſtrew2th ; yea praiſe ye him, . 
Sun, Moon and Stars, Fire, Hail 
and >now ; for his Mercy endu- 
reth for ever, and is over all his 
works ; who was, is, andisto | 
come. 
And now let me take my | 
leave of the ſtudious ſons of 
Hermes, having ſhewed m | 
Brotherly love in thusCandidly 
writing; which will be juſtifi- 
ed by the knowing, and ſervice- 
able to the honelt and ingenu- - | 


conceprions, unprofitable. If | 

any inquire who I am, be thus | 

Anſwered I am too publick to 

be known, too private to be in- | 
quired | 


| 


4} 
$4 
it 


| * did Piece; andthus held forth 


F8 — 
quired after and tooquick foot- 
&d to be purſued: Yer alſo fo 
near as to behold, with pitty as 
well as admiration, the fooliſh 
endeavours & conceited know- 
ledge of many ; for whoſe In- 
ſtrution and Information 1 
havewritten this itort and can- 


my Brotherly hand of help. 

As many therciore, as ex- 
peQ a Reward of their Labour 
and ſtudy 1n this Sctence,I ſhall 
Recommend to the Teachings 
of the great Maſter, and ftri&t 


| Tt nature; without which 


+0 approaching this Mfery, 
Farewel. 


EYRENAUS PHILOCTETES. 


Written inthe Year 1691. 


